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Change in SBAC States 

 Consortium of 28 states 

• 21 Governing 

• 7 Advisory 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 28 states representing 44% of K-12 students 
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The SBAC Goals 

• To develop a set of comprehensive and 

innovative assessments for grades 3-8 and 

11 in English language arts and mathematics 

aligned to the Common Core State Standards  

• Students leave high school prepared for 

postsecondary success in college or a 

career through increased student learning and 

improved teaching 

• The assessments shall be operational across 

Consortium states in the 2014-15 school year 
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SBAC Balanced System 
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SBAC Governance 

 



CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 

Tom Torlakson, State Superintendent of Public Instruction 

TOM TORLAKSON 
State Superintendent  

of Public Instruction 

SBAC Team 
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SBAC Work Groups 
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CDE & SBAC Work Groups 

1. Transition to CCSS 

2. Technology Approach* 

3. Assessment Design: Item Development*NEW 

4. Assessment Design: Performance Tasks* 

5. Assessment Design: Test Design* 

6. Assessment Design: Test Administration 

7. Reporting 

8. Formative Processes and Tools/Professional 

Development* 

9. Accessibility and Accommodations* 

– English Learner 

– Students with Disabilities 

10. Validation and Psychometrics 
 

* California representatives on the national SBAC Work Groups 
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SBAC Advisory Boards 

• Technical Advisory Committee*  

• ELL Advisory Panel  

• Advisory Panel for Students with 

Disabilities*  

• Formative Assessment Advisory Panel  

• Technology Technical Advisory 

Committee*  

• Higher Education Advisory Panel*  
* Denotes Nominations sent in by CDE to date. 
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IT Systems  

Architecture Feedback 

 CA Local Education Agency representative 
provided feedback on the IT Systems 
Architecture:  

 

     Patrick Traynor, Ph.D., Assistant 
Superintendent, Student Assessment and 
Accountability Hesperia Unified School District 
was chosen as the California LEA 
representative provided feedback on the 
SBAC IT Systems Architecture. The intent is to 
develop an LEA panel that has a variety of 
technical infrastructure sophistication and a 
diversity of urban, suburban, and rural areas.  
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IT Readiness Tool 

The IT Readiness Tool will:  

1. support the member State education agencies (SEA) and 
their local education agencies (LEAs) as they evaluate their 
current technology and infrastructure in terms of readiness to 
implement the new assessment system and identify 
strategies to update their technology based on gaps 
identified.  

2. include an evaluation of rules, policies, infrastructure, 
hardware, software, staffing size and preparedness, required 
data collection, and associated information systems deemed 
essential to a successful implementation of the new 
assessment system.  

3. guide the SEA, LEA, or school through a process of 
establishing strategies to address technology needs 
identified by the readiness tool.  

4. (the SEA, LEA, or school) will be able to use the tool as a 
continuing work space to monitor and evaluate changes that 
are made in the “system” and determine the impact of 
readiness updates.  

5. It is anticipated that the tool will be ready in spring 2012.  
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Higher Education Engagement 

 

• 175 public systems/institutions of higher education, 
representing 74% of direct matriculation students across all 
SMARTER Balanced States, agreed to partner on assessment 
development  

  Higher education representatives serve on:  

  Executive Committee  

  Assessment scoring and item review committees  

  Standard-setting committees  

  Work Groups – currently recruiting  

• Director of Higher Education Collaboration started in October; 
Higher Education Leads Panel now forming  

• Senior Higher Education Consultants will work with states 
on CCSS implementation.  
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Higher Education Engagement 

Structure 

Higher Education Leads 

 –Communication node for state  

 –Convening state-level teams (inc. faculty senate leaders)  

 –Nominate individuals for work groups and other consortium  
committees  

 –Work closely with state K-12 State Leads, Common Core 
implementation committees  

 –One Lead to serve on Executive Committee  

 

Regional Senior Consultants  

 –Present on SMARTER Balanced at key state meetings, listen and 
communicate back issues, provide implementation advice  

 

Director, Higher Education Collaboration  

 –Overall coordination and communication  

 –Inform Executive Director of concerns, work toward resolution  

 –Represent consortia at national higher education gatherings  

 –Convene leads regularly by phone, periodically in person  
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Item and Performance Task 

Development 
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Draft Assessment Claims for English 

Language Arts/Literacy  
(Draft not released yet) 
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Draft Assessment Claims for English 

Language Arts/Literacy Cont’d 
(Draft not released yet) 
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Draft Assessment Claims for 

Mathematics (Draft not released yet) 
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Draft Assessment Claims for 

Mathematics Cont’d (Draft not released yet) 
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Test Question Types & 

Designs 
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Item Exemplars: Technology Enhanced 

and Constructed Response 
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Item Exemplars: Technology Enhanced 

and Constructed Response 
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Item Exemplars Performance 

Task 
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Item Exemplars Performance 

Task Cont’d 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Performance Task taken from the Ohio Assessment Project. 
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Item Exemplars Performance 

Task Cont’d 
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Updated SBAC Timeline 
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Resources 

• CDE/SBAC presentations and an electronic mailing 
list is found on the CDE SBAC Web page at 
http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp 

 

• If you prefer to receive more frequent SBAC 
updates, bookmark the SBAC website found at 
http://www.k12.wa.us/SMARTER (Outside source) 

 

• To receive press releases and other 
announcements from SBAC, please email 
info@smarterbalanced.org 

http://www.cde.ca.gov/ta/tg/sa/smarterbalanced.asp
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Contact Information  

 

Kristen Brown, PhD 

SBAC Coordinator 

Education and Research Evaluation Consultant 

Assessment Development & Administration Division 

kbrown@cde.ca.gov 

916-319-0334 

 

Deborah V.H. Sigman 

SBAC State Lead  

Deputy Superintendent of Public Instruction 

District School and Innovation Branch  

dsigman@cde.ca.gov  

916-319-0637 
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Assembly Bill 250: 

Reauthorization of the Statewide 

Pupil Assessment System 

 

 

 

 
January 20,2012 

 

 
Diane Hernandez, Interim Director 

Assessment Development and Administration Division 
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Statutory Authorization 

• Assembly Bill (AB) 250, also known 

as the Curriculum and Reform Act, 

modifies California Education Code 

(EC) addressing the development 

and adoption of new curriculum 

frameworks, instructional materials, 

professional development practices, 

and high-quality assessments. 
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Statutory Authorization (con’t) 

• California EC Section 60604.5  

–  Clarifies  the legislative intent that the 

reauthorization of the statewide 

assessment system conform to 

assessment requirements of any 

reauthorization of the Elementary and 

Secondary Act (ESEA) or any other 

federal law that replaces ESEA. 
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Statutory Authorization (con’t) 

– Requires that the State 

Superintendent of Public Instruction 

(SSPI) develop recommendations for 

the reauthorization of the statewide 

pupil assessment system, which 

includes a plan for transitioning to a 

system of “high-quality” assessments 

as defined in EC Section 60603. 
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Statutory Authorization (con’t) 

– Requires that the SSPI consult with 
• The State Board of Education 

• Pubic Schools Accountability Act (PSSA 
Committee) 

• Measurement experts from California 
private and public universities 

• Individuals with expertise working with 
students with disabilities and English 
learners 

• Teachers, administrations, and governing 
boards from California’s local educational 
agencies. 

• Parents 
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Statutory Authorization (con’t) 

– Requires that the SSPI’s 
recommendations include a plan for 
transition for and address sixteen 
areas outlined in statute. 

 

– The recommendations are to be 
reported to the Legislature on or 
before November 1, 2012. 
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Areas of Consideration 

• Examples include: 

– Looking at student achievement at a 

point in time as well as over time 

– Providing both formative and interim 

assessments 

– Providing for the return of test results 

sooner 

– Minimizing testing time 
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Coordination for the Reauthorization of 

the Statewide Pupil Assessment System 

AB 250 
Coordination

Provide oversight, 
coordinate work, 
prepare report

ADAD Director
Provide oversight, 

assist with 
coordination, liasion 

to others

ADAD Testing Program 
Staff

Represent assessment 
programs, lead 

stakeholder groups, staff 
advisory meetings as 

needed, etc.

Stakeholder
(Parent groups)
Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Teacher/Admin 

Groups)
Provide input

Stakeholder
(Local Governing 

Boards)
 Provide Input

Stakeholder
(English Learner 

Groups)
Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Charter School 

Groups)
 Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Higher Ed. Groups)

Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Accountability reps)

Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Legislative 

Committee Staff)
Provide Input

Legislature
(Report due
 11/1/2012)

State 
Superintendent of 
Public Instruction 

(SSPI)
Present 

recommendations

DRAFT 
Flow Chart 

 Coordination for the Reauthorization of the  Statewide Pupil 
Assessment System (Assembly Bill 250)

Other CDE Divisions

CCSS, NGSS, ELD 
Standards, etc.

CDE SBAC Staff and 
National Leads

Coordinate SBAC  
with AB 250 

activities

Advisory Committee
For the Reauthorization of the California 

Assessment System
EC  60604.5 ( c)

Representatives for  SBE, 
PSAA Committee, Measurement Experts,  
Students with Disabilites, English Learners 
Teachers,  Administrators, Local Governing 

Boards, and Parents

Build systems architecture (conceptual 
model), consider input from stakeholders, 

and make recommendations to SSPI

California Department of Education

State Board of 
Education

Stakeholder 
(Business 

Community)
Provide Input

Stakeholder 
(Students with 

Disabilities Groups)
Provide Input

Stakeholder
(Educational 

Organizations)
Provide input

                                               KEY
CDE: California Department of Education
ADAD: Assessment Development and Administration Division
SSPI: State Superintendent of Public Instruction
AB 250:  Assembly Bill 250
SBAC: SMARTER Balanced Assessment Consortium
CCSS: Common Core State Standards
NGSS: Next Generation Science Standards
ELD Standards:  English Language Development Standards
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Contact Information 

Assessment Development and 

Administration Division 

 

English Language Proficiency Assessments Office 

916-319-0784 

STAR Program and Assessment Transition Office  

916-445-8765 

High School and Physical Fitness Office  

   916-445-9449 

 


