Through the Lens of an English Learner:
Making Content Comprehensible

Professional development resources for K-6 teachers
to support achievement of English learners.

Through the Lens of an English Learner:
Making Content Comprehensible

A 9-module online resource to support teach-
ers in Kindergarten through 6th Grade work-
ing in classrooms with English learners.

The online modules provide curricular ties to
Houghton Mifflin Reading adopted materials
to support quality English Language Devel-
opment and Reading/Language Arts instruc-
tion.

Professional development
modules include:

e Overviews of specific instructional
strategies (oral language fluency, activat-
ing prior knowledge, contextualization,
graphic organizers, developing academic
language, structured interaction)

e 50+ video clips explicitly demonstrating
each strategy as part of a complete
classroom lesson

e Background information on the lesson
presented and Houghton Mifflin Reading
story used in the lesson

e Introduction to California's English learn-
ers and considerations necessary to sup-
port language development and content
knowledge

e Downloadable resources and images of
classroom artifacts to replicate the les-
son activity

e Classroom reflections to prompt discus-
sion and further inquiry into the strate-
gies and lesson examples
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About This Resource

JEe——————wwng| Through the Lens of an English Learner: Making Content Gomprehensible is

developed for those who are working directly with English Leamners in the grade K6
setting, The modules provide research-based instructional strategies for supporting
English leamers in the context of classroam instructian with Houghton Miflin
Reading materials. While each module emphasize the use of a particular HM
Reading book, the instructional strategies are effective in a variety of settings with or
without specific adopted materials

These professional development materials are intended to be used by individual
educatars navigating the resources on their own or in a professional developrnent
setting where a group of educators are reviewing the modules and video clips
together. Mare than 50 video clips capture best teaching practices for English
learners in grades Kindergarten through 6 ™ grade

Modules 1-3 provide an introduction to Galifornia's English learners and the considerations necessary to
support language development and content knowledge among English leamers

Muodules 4-9 highlight best teaching practices and contain
1. an overview of the specific instructional strategy,
2. background infarmation on the lessan presented and Houghten Miflin Reading story used in the lesson,
3. downloadable resources and images of classroom artifacts to help better understand andéor replicate
the lesson activity,

4. descriptive narrative accompanying each vides clip,
5. classroom reflections 1o prompt discussion and further inguiry into the strategies and lesson examples

The following modules will support your engagement with English leamers in the efforts to increase language
development and academic achievernent

Wodule 1: Califernia‘s English leamers

Module 2: Addressing Academic Content and ELD Standards
Module 3: Using ELD and SDAIE in the Classraom

Wodule 4: Oral Language Fluency

* Grade 2: Thunder Cake [ Theme 5 - link to HM Reading Kids site]
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Module 2: Addressing Academic Content and ELD Standards

Most classmoom teachers agree that CA Content Standards
exist to support teachers with the content of what will be
taught on a daily basis in California classrooms. These
standards allow for continuity acrogs schools, districts and
even across the state

Teachers of English learners experience an added
complexity when it comes to lesson design and instruction
in their classrooms. These teachers must consider the
academic content standards of the lesson in addition to the
linguistic needs of the students. While the content
standards are driven by grade level, (or subject matter at the
higher levels), ELD standards are listed differently. ELD
standards are listed in grade spans. The grade spans are as
follows: K-2, 3-6, B-8, 9-12. The ELD standards cover the four domains of English instruction: listening,
speaking, reading and writing as well as the five levels of language proficiency (Beginning, Early Intermediate,
Intermediate, Early Advanced, Advanced).

When planning a lesson, teachers must consider the subject matter ta be taught (CA Content Standards) as
well as the ELD standards that will be addressed. Most classrooms have multiple English learmers which
could be at varying levels of English proficiency. Teachers need to be aware of the language levels of their
students and be guite familiar with the ELD standards themselves in order to meet the instructional needs of
EL students effectively

Teachers that know the linguistic needs of their students will be able to adjust
+ all their lessans, no matter the subject area, to the unique needs of their

& students. By differentiating all lessans for their English leamers, teachers are
increasing the oppartunity for students to master the content and experience

success in the classroom

In the following modules you will see warious lessons that showcase lessons
sl cluring both ELD time and language arts time. ¥ou may notice that during the

language arts lessons the teachers are using various SDAIE strategies to
engage students in the content of the lesson. During the ELD lessons teachers are focused on the explicit
instruction of English with their students

To access Through the Lens of an English Learner: Making Content Comprehensible, visit:
www.myboe.org/go/content/name/ThroughThelLens
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ElThraugh the Lens of an English

Learner Teacher. Anna Pires, 2nd Grade
*® Module 1: California's English
leaimers Houghton Mifflin Stary: Thunder Cake by Patricia Polacco.
* Module 2 Addressing Academic
Enm:rdﬁu;n;iﬁn?;[ga;:; ZhAE In this lesson, second grade students will practice the story retell
in the Classroom strategy The tgacher sc_aﬁn\ds this act_\vity by having students
E Module 4; Cral Language practice the skill in a variety of ways with different levels of support
Fluency along the way. Let's watch as Anna crafts this lesson so as to get
* Oral Language Fluency: 1 the most oral language production from her ELs as possible.

* Cral Language Flusncy: 2
* Oral Language Fluency: 3
[# Module 5 Activating Prior
Knovwelecge
Ehiodule B Contextualization
E hodule 7 Graphic Organizers

Here are the atifacts and resources fror the lesson:

Thunder Cake Retell Strips
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[# Madule 8 Developing Acadzmic Thunder Cake Sequence of Events

Language

Ehtodule 9: Structured

Interaction Anna opens the lesson by tapping students’ prior

knowledge. She reminds them of the story that they have
read before the spring break so as to prepare them for the
Z leaming that will take place. Motice how she begins by
using wonderful visuals from the stary to help create
meaning for students. Listen how she uses her voice to
contextualize the story and make it seem real for

students. This helps keep them engaged with the content
that is being presented

Summary { About

In this portion of the lesson, Anna asks students to retell
the story by forming their own sentences about the story's
content. ¥atch how Anna uses both non-volunteers and
pairfshare to have students report out the main events of
the story. This builds student confidence by giving them
the opportunity to share in their pairs before they report out
to the whole class
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Classroom Reflection

1. In the first clip, why is it important for Anna to use pictures from the story to retell with students? Would it
have been so successful if she simply retold the story orally with no visual support?

2. Inthe second clip, why is it important to have students pair‘share during the retell?

3. Motice in the third clip how Anna has students retell the story after she has modeled it for them on the
board. How might the lesson be different if she had asked them to retell before she had modeled the strategy?

Through the Lens of an English Learner:
Making Content Comprehensible
is available as a Professional Development
Content module on the Brokers of Expertise
website from the California Department
of Education.

Access this resource at:

www.myboe.org/go/content/name/
ThroughThelLens

Previous Page: Module 4: Cral Languace Up Level: Mext Page: Oral Language Fluency: 2
Fluency Module: 4. Oral Language Fluency

Through the Lens of an English Learner:
Making Content Comprehensible was created
by the Butte County Office of Education as part
of the K12HSN ARRA-Advancing Network Uses
Grant (ANU).

For more information:

Holly Ahmadi, EL Coordinator
Butte County Office of Education
hahmadi@bcoe.org
530.532.5713

Steve Klein, Professional Development Coord.
Butte County Office of Education
sklein@bcoe.org

530.879.7475

This site administered by the K12 High Speed Network and sponsored by the State of California




