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What’s the connection between engagement and reading development?


(Engagement in reading is more strongly correlated with reading achievement than any 


other factor including:




Gender




Time spent doing homework




Socioeconomic status



(Kirsch, de Jong, Lafontaine  et al. 2002). 


(Students who are highly engaged readers (e.g. read more, have more positive feelings 


about reading) but are from low SES families achieve better in reading than 


poorly engaged students from medium to high SES families.



(Kirsch, de Jong, Lafontaine  et al. 2002). 


(NAEP achievement can be predicted by opportunities to read/time spent reading



(Guthrie, Schafer, & Huang, 2001).


(Schooling, as it currently exists, may have little positive impact on reading 


engagement for adolescents (Luyten, Peschar, & Coe, 2008).

What literacy engagement can do for English/Language Arts instruction…


Get students to read more


Help students read more fluently


Get students to read more strategically


Make students interested in literary/writing concepts


Get students to consider different perspectives and sort out problems


Inspire classroom talk and vice versa

What literacy engagement can do across the content areas…


Get students to read more


Get students to read more strategically


Help students become interested in new and unfamiliar topics


Help clear up and solidify new and unfamiliar concepts


Help students apply concepts to new contexts and situations


Get students to consider different perspectives and sort out problems


Inspire classroom talk and vice versa
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