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Categories of reading materials for ELLs just beginning to read and write English:

Ivey, G., & Broaddus, K.  (2007). A formative experiment investigating literacy engagement among adolescent Latina/o students just beginning to read, write, and speak English.  Reading Research Quarterly, 42, 512-545.
	Type of Materials
	Instructional Approach

	In what types of materials are students able to make sense of text?
	What kind of instruction supports engaged reading?

	Emergent Literacy Content Texts:

Concrete, content-rich books with familiar vocabulary and few words per page with photographs on high interest topics such as spiders in Spider names (Canizares, 1998) or sports in Make it move! (Canizares, 2000) to support vocabulary learning.
	Repeated reading requires attention to the vocabulary and language patterns/syntax of the book in order to support meaningful reading; reinforcement of oral vocabulary with related terms in English

	Emergent Literacy Concept Books:

Limited text with photographs that reinforce useable, everyday concepts such as counting in Animal babies (Moreton, 1998), colors in Rainforest colors (Canizares, 1998), or opposites in Here a chick, there a chick (McMillan, 1983)
	Even students with a limited command of spoken English find familiar terms in these books and are more willing to try to figure words out by context (e.g. pictures, text pattern, grammatical structure). Support independent reading. 

	Word Play Books:

Easy, illustrated materials that rely on word play and rhyme such as Hop on Pop (Seuss, 1963) or terse verse such as One Sun (McMillan, 1990) 
	Attention to how the pictures illustrate the play on words; rephrasing the word play in different terms. These books work best with partner reading with comprehension support since the language patterns are often easy to decode, but the meaning of the language play is more difficult to discern.

	Wordless Picture Books: 

Thought-provoking illustrated books with double-page spreads that are used to prompt writing or discussion of vocabulary (e.g. Something’s Not Quite Right (Billout, 2002), As the City Sleeps (Johnson, 2002) 
	Language experience approach dictations based on pictures can support the learning of new vocabulary and the conventions of the English language, providing both familiar reading material and a bridge to writing instruction.


	Simple Bilingual Books: 

Limited text about with English and Spanish translations on the same double page spread (e.g. ​Fiesta (Guy, 1996), Taking a Walk (Emberly, 1990), or Freight Train/Tren de Carga (Crews, 2003). 
	Support reading or partner reading of English with student reading Spanish; this is a good setting in which to switch roles and encourage the student to teach vocabulary from her/his language to a teacher.

	Picture Books with Repetitive Patterns: Simple stories told with a basic sentence structure,  particularly series such as Collicutt’s This Car (2002) and This Boat (2001).
	Teacher read aloud, then support reading or partner reading with careful attention to figuring out the meaning of more complex vocabulary words  in context.

	Picture Books that Highlight Spoken Language:

Stories focus on familiar English phrases heard in everyday situations such as David goes to school (Shannon, 1999) or using embedded Spanish phrases such as Oh no, gotta go! (Elya, 2003).


	Teacher read aloud with emphasis on expression and familiar language, then student reading with support. If the text is in both languages, interactive reading (e.g., teacher in English, student in Spanish) works well to reinforce the meaning of familiar phrases.

	Digital Resources

Photographs on content topics (e.g. space, horses, New York) or popular culture (e.g. fashion, sports stars, musicians) provide an engaging medium for dictations or caption writing using words that the students want to know.


	The language experience approach using discussion in both languages, generating English vocabulary and labeling, then student dictations with the teacher supporting English phrasing.

	Other Materials

Menus, signs, valentines, letters, directions, or other types of informational writing provide experience reading in formats that students want to understand in English.

 
	Since students have often learned some of this information through experience (e.g. items on McDonald’s menu), this works best as an interactive procedure in which the format is made clear and support is given to figure out unknown words.
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