Differentiation Strategies and Activities
Houghton-Mifflin Supplemental Materials

Your Language Arts program has leveled practice books and supplementary materials that enable you to differentiate the practice and application assignments for your students…

1. Practice book: for on-grade level students
2. Leveled Library
3. Leveled Handbooks: Challenge, ELL, Extra Support, Classroom Management
4. Teacher’s Resource Blackline Masters 
5. Phonics Library

Reciprocal Teaching Groups

4 Students make up a group. The groups can be arranged by mixed ability or by reading level. It’s very flexible and can be created according to your needs and the needs of the students. The responsibilities of each member can also be changed to meet your expectations of the exercise.

The group chorally reads some text, it could be a paragraph or a page, and then rotates through the responsibilities…

Person A: Summarizes what was read
Person B: Asks a question or 2 to the group (1 on-the-surface and 1 under-the-surface)
Person C: Clarifies any misunderstandings. If there aren’t any, this person can give a connection
Person D: Predicts for the group

Once the group gets through everyone, the responsibilities shift and they start over for the next reading.

Multiple Intelligences (MI)

This strategy is best utilized for projects and gives the students a choice as to how they would like to present their information. I have provided a list called, Multiple Intelligences Product Grid which categorizes a multitude of choices for the students to choose from based upon their preferred way of learning. You do not have to know the MI of each student to enable them to use the grid; they will choose what is most interesting to them.

When teaching a unit or theme, use as many MI tools as possible to get the information across to the students. Here are some examples:

Linguistic: Read the information, write summaries
Logical/Mathematical: Discuss the problem or conflict
Spatial: Draw a picture or show pictures
Bodily/Kinesthetic: Act out the content
Musical: Use music or chants to help the students remember the content
Interpersonal: Allow the students to talk about the content with each other
Intrapersonal: Have the students answer this question…How is what is being taught relevant to me?


Questioning

On- the-Surface Questions: These are the most basic types of questions and the students are able to locate and literally point to the answer in the text. Here are some examples…

1. What is the character’s name in the story?
2. How many legs does a spider have?
3. What type of equipment is used for volleyball?

On-the-Surface Questions are very basic because the students can look up the answer and don’t necessarily need to read the content. 

Under-the-Surface Questions: These types of questions are ones where the students are giving their opinion or inferring based upon what they already know. The answer cannot be located in the story because the answer is not something the author directly states. These types of questions can start off like this…

1. What do you think when___________________________?
2. [bookmark: _GoBack]Why do you feel the main character said _______________________________?
3. Is it possible for ___________________________?

Under-the-Surface Questions are more advanced because the students need to fully comprehend what is going on or what they are learning so far. These types of questions require that the students have background knowledge built up as well as an understanding of the material.


Sentence Frames

Bloom’s Taxonomy Questions enable you to ask questions that correlate with the student’s cognitive level. (Refer to your Bloom’s Taxonomy Questioning Strategy handout.)

Participation Cards give the students the frames they need to participate in a conversation. 

Cubing

Create trigger words on each side of the cube according to comprehension level. (Refer to your Differentiated Instruction-Bloom’s Taxonomy handout for the levels and trigger words to use.) The student rolls the cube and whatever trigger word or phrase they rolled, they answer accordingly.
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